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DECEMBER 8, 2017 
 

MID MICHIGAN DEVELOPMENT 
 

Congratulations are in order for our very own Cindy Plautz. She has recently completed Mid Michigan’s 
Certified Grant Administrator Training program and has been bestowed her CDBC Certification as a Grant 
Administrator. Way to go, Cindy! 
 

SANTA IS COMING TO TOWN 
 

Bring the kiddies to town on Sunday, December 10th for a visit with Santa. He will be appearing at Artworks 
from 11:00 a.m. till 2:00 p.m., JC Penney’s on the 16th from Noon till 2:00 p.m. and at the Red Fox Market 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 
 

DOWNTOWN CHRISTMAS SHOPPING 
 

Come and celebrate the Christmas Shopping Experience in our lovely Downtown on December 21st from 
5 to 8 p.m. There will be caroling, sleigh rides, music, hot cocoa and even a visit from Santa! Help support 
our Downtown and finish up your last-minute holiday shopping in a relaxed, pleasant atmosphere 

 
LIBRARY 

 
Next Friday, December 15th, the Friends of the Library Book Club meets from 12:00-1:00 PM; everyone 
is welcome.  Their book discussion will be on Louise Penny’s “The Nature of the Beast”.   
 
For the second week, the 3-D printers are being used by folks who have signed up to create various small 
items.  If it’s a gift, boxes and wrapping paper are provided so they can sneak their items 
home.   Tuesday’s, December 5th, the front page of The Pioneer featured one of our patrons creating their 
special 3-D project.  Sign-up is required and space is limited especially since this will be the final week. 
 
Topics for next week’s 10:30 a.m. Storytime’s are: Ornaments’ on Monday the 11th, and Wednesday the 
13th will be Cookie Time.  The kids will be excited! 
 
The last computer class of the year will cover various social media platforms, including Facebook, Twitter, 
LinkedIn.  Tuesday’s class is at 9:30 a.m. with the same topic covered at the Wednesday, 5:30 p.m. class. 
 
Here are the library’s November statistics: 
 
Patron count:                               2,887  
New library cards issued:                     51 
Public computer sessions:                       7 
Library programs:                                 27 
Attendance at programs:                   237 
Circulation (items checked out):   5,491 
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PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
In the past week, the Police Division responded to 91 calls for service.  There were no significant calls to 
report. 
 
This past week, officers were provided their annual CPR training by Firefighters Matt Kidd and Sean 
Wethington.  This comes at a considerable cost savings to the city.  Outside instructors charge up to $60 
per student.     
 
Officer Kasey Metcalf began the first phase of his FTO training this week.  He is working evenings with 
Officer Jason Kuiawa. 
 
In the past week, the Fire Division responded to 21 calls for service.  There were a number of assists in 
relation to accidents and road runoffs as a result of the new seasonal snowfall. 
 
On Wednesday, members of the department along with others from outside agencies, took part in “Shop 
with a Hero”.  This offers underprivileged children from Mecosta County the opportunity to purchase 
Christmas gifts for members of their family.  The money to purchase these items is donated by Wal-
Mart.  The public safety personnel and children ate at The Rock on the campus of Ferris State University. 
 

PARKS AND REC 
 

• Co-ed volleyball registration is now open. Games are played on Sundays at Big Rapids Middle 
School beginning January 21st. Cost is $300 per team. Registration deadline is January 5th.  

• The walking program continues at Big Rapids Middle School Monday—Thursday from 4:00—8:00 
pm. Free to the public. Register in the Public Works office at City Hall. 

• The Daddy Daughter Dance is scheduled for Friday, February 16th from 7:00-9:00pm at Big 

Rapids Middle School 

PUBLIC WORKS ACTIVITIES 
 
DPW:  STREETS 
 

• Filled stump holes 

• Cleaned drains 

• Picked up leaves and are done for the season 

• Cleaned up downed trees 

• Fixed street signs 

• Filled pot holes 

• Sanded and salted streets and parking lots  

• Helped unload the new broom for the airport, trained on it also 

• Helped with the ice rink 

DPW: PARKS 
 

• Opened and cleaned City Hall bathrooms 

• Continued blowing leaves at various locations  

• Picked up wood that was cut at Hemlock Park ballfield  

• Pulled tree stakes on various locations  
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• Tightened and adjusted Hemlock bleachers  

• Picked up leaves 

• Took water pump handle off at North End Park  

• Removed broken grill from Hemlock Park  

• Filled hole at disc golf course in power line right-of-way 

• Installed ice rink liner 

MAIN MAINTENANCE 
 

• MISS Digs  

• Shut offs/ons 

• Meter reads, rereads, final reads 

• Meter changeouts 
 
 
 
MOTOR POOL 
 
Misc. Equipment and staff vehicles: 
 

• 110 leaf truck: repaired heater bow assembly and replaced both fan motor. Replaced turn buckle 
on rear lift gate 

• 300 backhoe: replaced outrigger pads 

• 302 loader: serviced and replaced steering dampers 

• 303 loader: replaced ignition switch 

• Installed wire brooms on leaf pusher 

• Cut off saw: replaced muffler 

• Chain saw: replaced carburetor  

• Old police car: stripped and cleaned and turned into a staff car 
 

Police cars: 

• 404: replaced motor mount and front wheel bearing. Replaced all the brake rotors and pads 

• 408: installed new gun lock assembly 

• 409: replaced front wheel bearing and ABS sensor, replaced sway bar links 
 
Busses: 

• 901: serviced and did a safety inspection, serviced wheel chair lift. Repaired head lamp assembly 

• 903: serviced and did a safety inspection, serviced wheel chair lift. Replaced front tires 

• 905: service call had to replaced fuel pump. Did a grease service 

• 906: serviced and did a safety inspection, serviced wheel chair lift. Removed the exhaust filter to 
get cleaned 

• 908: serviced and did a safety inspection, serviced wheel chair lift, removed turbo to replaced fuel 
lines. Replaced front brake pads 

 
WATER PLANT 

Safety topic: Job Hazard Analysis: Identify and Reduce Hazards. 

 

• Checked generators. 

• Ran customer samples. 



4 
 

• Checked cathodic protection. 

• Installed snow thrower on lawn mower.   

• Painted floor in High service pump room. 

• Repaired plumbing leak to turbidimeter for filter #2. 

• Prepared the truck plow by performing maintenance on it and moving it up to the parking lot. 

• Worked with Mall City Mechanical to repair plumbing leak to the Geo Thermal furnace. 

• Worked in the Lab correcting the few items that Gregg Lundy found in his audit. Documented 

these corrections and prepared a response to send to the DEQ. 

 
Mark Gifford, City Manager 


